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Pastor�s Page  Advent is Here! 
Matthew 24:42 + 44 

 

Therefore, stay alert! You don�t know what day the Lord is coming. 
Therefore, you also should be prepared, 

because the Human One will come at a time you don�t know. 
 

At Advent we prepare to celebrate the �good news of great joy� that Christ the Savior came to 
us as a babe in Bethlehem. It is also a time to repent and to take on practices that help prepare 
us for the coming of the Lord. Repenting helps us to change how we think about things and 
eventually how we live things out. Practicing better habits will change the way we think about 
things and the process goes on, circling around a call from the Spirit of God each Advent 
season.  
 

There are several opportunities through the church available to each of you to enhance your 
Spiritual walk this Advent\Christmas Season: 
Worship - To help us along, the Worship team and I will be bringing the Advent Series �Angels 
Among Us� to you each Sunday this holiday season. We will meet members of God�s holy 
family, as they encounter Angels in their daily lives, and because of it, respond to God�s 
calling. 
 

 Bible Study � Karen Hobson (Sunday School @ 11 am) and I (Thursday evening class @ 
5:30 pm) will be offering the Advent Study by Adam Hamilton, Prepare the Way for The Lord:  
Advent and the Message of John the Baptist.  
 

I also have a small gift of Thanksgiving to each of you in the form of a 2022 Advent 
Calendar of Devotions. Written by Methodist Pastor, Anna Guillozet the devotions will lead us 
through the beauty and power of God�s promises that bring us hope. I have one copy per family 
with some extras. Please pick your copy up at the church starting Sunday, Nov. 20

th.  
 

It is my hope this Christmas season at Central UMC that each home finds the good news 
of great joy that Jesus came to give through his birth, life, and death. I give thanks to our Lord 
for the time we have spent together getting to know each other these past 5 months and am 
excited about spending the Advent and Christmas seasons with you because I know that a 
Christmas spent is love inspired.  Come, join me, join our Lord, Jesus Christ and let us Prepare 
our minds and hearts. Let us Prepare the Way.   

  

       In anticipation,  
         Peace of our Lord be with you, 
         Rev. Deb 



 

 

 Advent Study with Pastor Deb:  Prepare the Way for the Lord 
 

Thursdays, December 1st, 8th, 15
th, and 22

nd
 , 5:30 pm. - 6:30 pm. 

Prepare to receive Christ this Advent with the message of John the Baptist 
and author, and pastor Adam Hamilton.  
 

In Prepare the Way for the Lord: Advent and the Message of John the 
Baptist, Hamilton explores the Advent themes of John's life and ministry, 
and how John calls all followers of Jesus to prepare our hearts for his 
coming. Join us starting Thursday, December 1st at 5:30 pm on Zoom 
and in-person. 
 

                                 Books are $14 and available in the office. 

10 AM  
Worship 
Service 

Food under the Christmas Tree 
for Mercy�s Gate 

 

As we prepare for Christmas, let�s share with 
families in need in our community. The pantry at 
Mercy�s Gate needs:  Soup, Canned Fruits and 
Vegetables, Peanut Butter, Tomato Products, Jell-O, 
Spaghetti Sauce, Mac-N-Cheese, Ramen, Dried 
Beans, Coffee, Tea, Sugar, Rice, Oatmeal, Crackers, 
Cereal and Canned Meats 

You may bring food gifts to the grocery cart in the entryway or place them under 
 the Christmas tree in Fellowship Hall on any day during December. 

Thank you for sharing in my birthday celebration.  The cards and thoughts were (and 
are) very meaningful and touching.  You are very special.  Your friendships have 
enriched  my life.  Thank you too, for laughing at my jokes.  God Bless each one of 
you.     
                                                                                    In Christian Love,   Jo Jackson 

Come early  

at  

9:00 am  

and stay after 

the service to 

enjoy the  

festivities 



 

 

              United Methodist Men  
 

The Central United Methodist Men meet the second Saturday 
of every month.  They offer fellowship, a chance to be 

involved, and support for Central United Methodist Church and 
the surrounding community.   

The United Methodist Men�s mee ng starts with fellowship at 
10:00 am; they gather at Gunther Toody�s.  

All congrega on members and guests are welcome on 
This Month it will be on Saturday, December 10th   

 

 
Sharing Christmas 

Mission Opportunities, December, 2022 
 

Christmas is love: God�s love made real by the Christ Child, God�s love shared with family and 
friends, and God�s love extended to others through our gifts of charity. We enrich our personal 
experience of Christmas as we open our hearts to the stranger: children, youth and adults whose 
condition cries out for help. Economic challenges have taken families from their homes and food 
from their tables.  
As you read below about the projects and ministries our Missions Outreach Ministry Team has 
selected, please consider each one to be an opportunity, not an obligation. You are not expected to 
contribute to everything. Each of us should give as we feel called, as our hearts are warmed, and 
as we are able. 
Please prayerfully consider the list of opportunities, and open your heart to offer God�s love this 
Christmas. We promise that you will be blessed! 

 

 �Christmas Blessings for UM Pastors in Ukraine�  
Clergy and congregations have been up-ended by the war that continues to devastate homes and 
churches. Pastors are dedicating themselves to ministering within the shelters, helping respond to 
spiritual and physical needs of refugees. Churches are no longer holding services, and financial income 
has slowed dramatically. We can help with monetary gifts to the fund established by the Ukraine 
Conference of the UMC: �Temporary Clergy Support during War.�  Please read the how-to-give 
information in the Mission Focus article on the next page.  
 

Salvation Army Stockings 
FIFTY stockings are available on a table by the south entrance. This is a long-standing tradition of 
Central, and this year we've been asked to fill stockings for teens because that is the greatest need. 
Please pick up a stocking (or two or three) this week and return it no later than Sunday, December 
4th. Some teenager will be smiling broadly this Christmas because you filled a stocking with special 
gifts. Bless you! 
 

Gifts under the Trees 
You are invited to place socks, gloves and hats of all sizes (new) and/or stuffed animals and 
children�s books (new or gently used) beside the little tree in the Sunday School hallway. Gifts will 
be donated to Mercy�s Gate. Counselors have let us know that clean dry socks are greatly 
appreciated by their clients and that children are delighted and comforted by the stuffed animals 
and books. 
 
The big tree in Fellowship Hall is the place to put non-perishable food donations. The food gifts 
will be donated to Mercy�s Gate.  

 
Make your Christmas merrier by sharing God�s love! 

         United Methodist Women�s Circle 
 
 

Naomi Circle will meet Thursday,  
December 1

st
 at 10:00 am.  
 

We will have a Christmas Brunch and meet at IHOP 
on Constitution at 10:00 am. We will also celebrate 

Delores Neal and Pam Newman�s birthday. 
All congregational women members  

and guests are welcome. 



 

 

Christmas Blessings for 
 

United Methodist Pastors in War-Torn Ukraine 
 

Rev. Judy recently received the following information in an email from Rev. Mel Muchinsky, 
Eurasia/Central Asia Project Coordinator for the General Board of Global Ministries: 
United Methodist pastors and congregations are either scattered in Western Ukraine or, in the case 
of laity, they have left for nearby countries. Most of the male clergy are still in Ukraine because they 
are considered to be military age and might be called up. In spite of this, clergy are still ministering 
to the needs of people wherever they are by providing for refugee physical and spiritual needs. It's 
really quite remarkable! 
 

Churches throughout Ukraine have new identities. Some have been turned into refugee shelters with 
volunteers working to aid the thousands of people who have been displaced by the war. One 
Methodist church is sheltering 200 people! No congregations are functioning in a normal way 
because their members are scattered and their buildings, in many cases, are damaged. 
 

Pastors are ministering in the shelters because that is where the greatest need is and because their 
members are no longer present to meet for worship. Pastors are on staff in the shelters, and their 
support comes from a fund titled "Temporary Clergy Support during War," that was established 
by the Ukraine Conference of the United Methodist Church (Advance #14053A). This fund relies 
totally on contributions from churches, individuals and conferences around the world.  
 

We can be a Christmas blessing for the Methodist pastors in Ukraine. Let�s help bring joy and hope 
to Ukrainian clergy and families as they start the new year, a beacon of light in a dark and 
threatening world. 
 

Every dime or dollar can help! You are invited to slip pocket change into the Christmas package at 

the sanctuary entrance or write a check, payable to Central UMC, designated �Ukraine Clergy 

Support.� Thank you for sharing Christmas love! 

 DECEMBER MISSION FOCUS 



 

 

� Robert Rummel, Stewardship Committee    

Holiday Cheer vs. Holiday Fear 

     The world has certainly changed in the 2000+ years since Jesus was born.  
Christians, in general, use December to celebrate the birth of Christ as a 
reminder of eternal life that awaits in the future.  Children, depending on their 
upbringing, have another concept in mind which includes a jolly, old gentleman in a 
red suit.  Hopefully their families have helped them balance the two entities so 
they learn the difference between giving and receiving. 
 
     We just completed our Stewardship campaign and a genuine, heartfelt thanks 
to all those who returned their pledge envelopes.  About 1/3 of the pledge 
envelopes have been returned.  If you haven‛t done so, yet, this is a request that 
you do so.  Your gifts will continue to support the �wonderful‛ work of Central and 
helps us chart the way forward for expenses & church support in the future.    
 
     That being said, it‛s also time to meditate, contemplate, and pray for each 
other and for those who have faithfully attended and supported the Methodist 
Church in the past.  Election time for our future has arrived.  As with all major 
decisions in life, we should study the issue, review the facts and then make a 
choice of which of those church choices we will select.  Sounds like politics, 
doesn‛t it?  However, this decision is much more important than the elections 
which occur on a 2 or 4 year cycle.  It has the potential to create the same 
schism which often occurs after a state or national election; And... it does not 
allow us to vote for change again during the next election cycle.  If you have 
questions regarding what changes may occur, I urge you to view the video‛s which 
are available on-line (the list may be obtained from the church office.)  
Whatever direction or choice you make is entirely up to you.      
 
     Pray unceasingly, but, don‛t complain the same amount.  There is always some 
anguish involved when things don‛t go as we expect.  That only means someone 
else was fortunate enough to receive what they wanted, or prayed for.  Quote 
for the day:  �Two men looked out from prison bars.  One saw mud; the other 
stars.� Look Up!  May your Christmas remind you of the gift that our Lord gave 
us; and if you remember, and share the story of that gift, may your days truly be 
merry and bright. 



 

 

  1 � Delores Neal 
  2 � Eric James 
  3 � Pam Newman 
  4 � Ken Williams 
  5 � Bob Morris 
10 � James Disney 
11 � Jim Rummel 
12 � Bob Rummel 
13 � Don Hawley 
14 � Judy Owsley 
18 � Julia Milner 
21 � Kim Crom 
22 � Sierra Spillar 
22 � Dustin Spillar 
23 � Daniel Stoudt 
27 � Janet Murphy 
28 � Kylie Shannon 
28 � Roger Sams 
29 � Don Bunce 
31 � MaKayla Hawkins 

   18 � Hubert & Edna Dungan 
   19 � David & Ruthann Hacker 
   28 � Gordon & Kim Crom 
   28 � Eric & Amelia James 

End of Year Contributions: Kathy Andrew will be in the office December 30
th

 
from 9-noon to accept any last minute 2022 donations. If you want a donation to 
the church recorded in 2022, you will need to bring it by noon that day. If you 
have any questions you can call Kathy at 719-460-2122.   

   Yes My Birthday is in December. 
No You Can�t Lump It Together  

With Christmas,  
That�s Jesus� Birthday. 

Christmas Eve Service 
Saturday, December 24

th 
 

5:00 pm 
With Special Children�s Story 

 

WHAT IS A CHRISMON? 
The sanctuary Christmas tree is beautifully 
decorated with very old, handmade ornaments, 
each of which is a Christian symbol. There are 
booklets in the literature rack  that give an 
explanation of each of the symbols. You're 
welcome to take one.  

Christmas celebration and meal 
following the Christmas Day 

Service on the 25
th

   

Sincere gratitude for my church family.  
Thank you for all the cards and prayers you 
sent upon the passing of my mom.  You are 
all truly amazing. 
           Blessings, 
          Karen Hobson 



 

 

Thursday, December 1
st
 at 10:00 am:  Naomi Circle (IHOP on Constitution) 

Thursday,  Dec. 1
st
 at 5:30 pm:  Rev. Deb�s Advent Study (conference Room) 

Sunday, Dec. 4
th

 at 10:am:  Second Sunday of Advent�Choir meets at 9 am 
Sunday, Dec 4

th 
 at 11:00 am: Sunday School  

Sunday,  Dec 4th:   Stockings returned for Salvation Army 
 
Tuesday, Dec. 6

th at 9:30 am:  Rev. Judy�s Bible Study 
Wednesday, Dec. 7

th
 at 7pm:  Bells practice  

Thursday, Dec. 8
th

 at 5:30 pm:  Rev. Deb�s Advent Study 
Saturday, Dec 10

th
 at 10:00 am:  United Methodist Men at Gunther Toody's  

Sunday, Dec. 11th at 9:00 am: Walk Thru Bethlehem 
    Sunday, Dec. 11

th
 at 10:am: Third Sunday of Advent- Choir meets at 9 am 

 

Tuesday, Dec. 13
th at 9:30 am:  Rev. Judy�s Bible Study 

Tuesday, Dec. 13
th

 at 6:00 pm: Finance Meeting 
Wednesday, Dec. 14

th
 at 7pm:  Bells practice  

Thursday, Dec. 15
th

 at 5:30 pm:  Rev. Deb�s Advent Study 
    Sunday, Dec. 18

th, at 10:am:  Forth Sunday of Advent�Choir meets at 9 am 
 Sunday, Dec 18

th 
 at 11:00 am: Sunday School  

 
Tuesday, Dec. 20

th at 9:30 am:  Rev. Judy�s Bible Study 
Wednesday, Dec. 21

st
 at 7pm:  Bells practice  

Thursday, Dec. 22
nd

 at 5:30 pm:  Rev. Deb�s Advent Study 
Saturday, Dec. 24th, at 5 pm: Christmas Eve Service 
Sunday, Dec. 25

th
 at 10 am: Christmas Day Sunday�Choir meets at 9 am 

Christmas celebration and meal following service 
 
Tuesday, Dec. 27

th
 at 9:30 am:  Rev. Judy�s Bible Study 

Wednesday, Dec. 28
st
 at 7pm:  Bells practice  

Friday, Dec. 30th 9�noon:  End of the Year contributions 
      

                                                            We paid it forward! 
 

All the members of Central received a surprise gift in the mail on November 14. 
When the box was opened, it was filled with coffee, tea and chocolates, all products 
of   "Equal Exchange," a fair-trade company that supports business in developing 
countries.. 
 

The enticing food items were sent by the Kathryn Witte, who is the Conference 
Secretary of Global Ministries for our conference, the Mountain Sky Conference. Kathryn sent this as a thank-you 
to our church for our ongoing support of Kutela Katembo. We have a Covenant Relationship with Kutela (a 
promise of at least $1000 per year), and that is greatly appreciated by him, as well as the General Board of Global 
Ministries.    The Missions Committee made the decision to 'pay it forward' by donating the items to Mercy's Gate.  
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