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LET�S REALLY RALLY!! 
 

Rally Day is Sunday, August 28!! 
Our first Rally Day since August, 2019, and it�s going to be the best ever! 

10:00 � Really special worship �       

                               outdoors on the east lawn 

   Bible Presentation for children and youth 
 11:00 -- Really great Sunday School  

   Surprise �class�: lively and engaging for adults 
   Super exciting classes for children and youth 
 11:45 -- Really delicious lunch under the trees 

 

               AND!! Ice Cream from a food truck for dessert! 

   Don�t miss it! It�s Central�s really super-colossal RALLY DAY!! 

Dedication of New Playground �Spinner�  
 

The children are already whirling happily on Sunday mornings � so happy with 
the new addition to the playground. The spinner is a unique design that welcomes 

several children to climb and spin together. 
 

This exciting new equipment is a gift from Lee Helmbrecht and his family in  
memory of his son Michael. Dedication of the spinner will be held on  

Sunday, August 7
th, at the close of the 10:00 service.  



 

 

Pastor�s Pen  

It was a head-shaking event, bringing up questions about how a church is to be in 
ministry to those in need, when consideration for the good folks at Central is 
disregarded. 
  
Last Sunday, a family of several entered the back of the church, and the leader asked 
something of the congregation in a foreign language. He interrupted the children�s 
story and spoke over my voice, as I asked him/them to leave. I did so because I had  
heard of them from other clergy who described how they had sabotaged other worship 
services repeatedly without regard. The Trustees backed me up and the group was 
removed from the church without further incident. 
  
What I understood and what we have learned since the encounter is that this English-
speaking family lives in the area, known by members of the church. The father is 
known to have been doing this type of thing for �years� in other areas of the country, 
but now seems to be targeting Colorado Springs. Another UMC was targeted the 
Sunday before.   
  
However, we as a Church of our Lord, Jesus Christ must struggle with the position we 
find ourselves in. We are called to �Open Hearts, Open Minds, and Open Doors�, but 
we also must live within the world where we find ourselves. 
  
Therefore, the Safety Committee has decided to keep all our doors locked during 
worship for the foreseeable future, while the church has time to discuss how to 
proceed. It has been suggested that, if someone comes to the door a bit late, as we 
begin right at 10:00 a.m., they should call someone inside on their cell phone and the 
person called would come out and accompany the late-comers inside.  
  
We have been having a wonderful time worshipping together this summer, and I 
encourage everyone to come out and join us, as we continue to worship in faithfulness. 
  
Psalm 91 says: 
�Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of the 
Almighty. I will say of the L   , �He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom 
I trust.� Surely he will save you from the fowler�s snare and from the deadly 
pestilence.� ... 
                                                                    In the Almighty�s shadow, Rev. Deb  



 

 

Planning Ahead 

        United Methodist Men  
 

The Central United Methodist Men meet the second 
Saturday of every month.  They offer fellowship, a 

chance to be involved, and support for Central United 
Methodist Church and the surrounding community.   
The United Methodist Men�s mee ng starts with fel‐
lowship at 10:00 am; they gather at Gunther Toody�s.  
All congrega on members and guests are welcome on  

 

Saturday, August 13th   

       
       United Methodist      
         Women�s Circle 

 
 

 
Naomi Circle will be off for the summer.   

Their next mee ng will be on  
September 1st at 10:00 am.    

     
Friday, August 5, 2022 at 9a.m:   Donna Jean Jones Burial 
Sunday, Aug 7th, at 11:00 am:   Dedication of  New Playground �Spinner�  
Saturday, Aug 13

th, at 10:00 am:   United Methodist Men  
Thursday, Aug 25th, at 10:00 am:  Worship meeting 
Sunday, Aug 28th, at 10:00 am:   Rally Day 
 

 2 � Maxine Rummel 
 6 � Dallas Shannon 
10 � Ann Clark 
16 � Calvin Mendez 
17 � Jack Aud 
18 � Linda Groth 
18 � Jackson Schipfer 
19 � Alex Good 
21 � Samantha Wacker  
22 � Barbara Morris 
 

23 � Reed Benson 
23 � Marian Brundage 
24 � John Yacob 
24 � Trae Gilbert -DeGraffe 
24 � Katherine Wheat 
24 � Brandon Hughes 
27 � Ernie Prescott 
27 � Nayah Gaines 
29 � Lillian Bauserman 
29 � Judy Day 
31 � Amy Hobson  

  1 � Kurt & Elyse Brunnemer 
  3 � Joe & Kristin Hunt 
  7 � Roger & Judy Day 
23 � Anthony & Becky Roe 
26 � Dave & Luanne Cozad 
27 � Bill & Cindy Lee 
30 � Jim & Sue Downs 



 

 

FOOD GIFTS IN AUGUST 

                       �Soup, Chili, and Salad� 
                      Food Sunday is August 7th 

 
The pantry at Mercy�s Gate is in need of chili, canned prepared foods (such  

as corned beef hash) and large cans of chunky soup. These are most useful item for hungry 
families, easily prepared and generally well-liked. AND they have a cooler now so they can accept 
donations of fresh garden produce. We can help provide soup and salad this month!! 
 

Chili, soups and other non-perishable food items can be brought 
to the food cart in entry area on any Sunday or weekday.  
 

Garden produce should be taken to Mercy�s Gate at 4360 
Montebello Drive (entrance at rear of the building) on  
Monday � Wednesday, 8:00 a.m.--8:00 p.m. 
 

Thank you for sharing!! 

 

CONSIDER THIS! 
 

Beginning on Tuesday, September 6th, you are invited to join the timely 
discussion of Seeing Gray in a World of Black and White by Rev. Adam 
Hamilton. 
 

In this book, published in 2008, Adam Hamilton, pastor of Church of the 
Resurrection in Kansas City, invites the reader to climb down from the 
barricades of the culture and political wars, and discover a Christian faith 
capable of bringing people together. 
 

   Everyone agrees that America is polarized, with ever-hardening positions   
   held by people less and less willing to listen to one another. No one agrees   
   on what to do about it. 

 

One solution that hasn�t yet been tried, says Adam Hamilton, is for thinking persons of faith to model 
for the rest of the country a richer, more thoughtful conversation on the political, moral, and religious 
issues that divide us. Hamilton rejects the easy assumptions and sloppy analysis of black and white 
thinking, seeking instead the truth that resides on all sides of the issues, and offering a faithful and 
compassionate way forward. 
 

He writes, "I don't expect you to agree with everything I've written. I expect that in the future even I 
won't agree with everything I've written here. The point is not to get you to agree with me, but to 
encourage you to think about what you believe. In the end I will be inviting those of you who find this 
book resonates with what you feel is true, to join the movement to pursue a middle way between the 
left and the right - to make your voices heard - and to model for our nation and for the church, how we 
can listen, learn, see truth as multi-sided, and love those with whom we disagree." 

 

This class, led by Rev. Judy Owsley, will meet in the Assembly Room with Zoom participation 

available, from 9:30 to 10:30 on Tuesday mornings, beginning September 6th. Books ($13) will be 

available in the office soon. 



 

 

� Robert Rummel, Stewardship Committee    

What an interesting road trip to  
Washington state.  Seeing our grandson Ian 

graduate was monumental.   
Thank you for the traveling prayers. 

 

Judy and Rodger Day 

      Have you noticed how children love to be included (or even immersed) in 
the �Children‛s Message?�  I will admit, there may be a few folks who think the 
youngsters distract from the message intended for them.  But, I would 
suggest you look at it through the eyes of the child; or of our Lord and Savior.  
In Matthew 19:13 � 14, children were brought to Jesus so He might lay hands 
on them and pray for them.  His disciples tried to discourage, or turn the 
children away, but Jesus said �Let the little children come to me, and do not 
hinder them, for the kingdom of Heaven belongs to such as these.�  It‛s during 
these children‛s messages that our volunteers have only a few minutes to catch 
and hold, the child‛s attention.  The volunteers do an admirable job!  I would 
also like to mention those moments when the children are being recognized is 
their early, memorable recollection of the church.  Looking at it another way; 
as they grow older and mature, is it better for their memories to be happy 
ones as part of the body of Christ, or remembering they were chastised, or 
made to sit and be quiet?  I‛m definitely NOT saying we should ignore behavior 
if it gets out of hand, or disruptive; but, I would like to say, as life takes us 
forward, it would be far better to see some of those smiling faces address us 
from the pulpit at some time in the future; than provide a quiet service with 
their absence.  
 
     My prayer is that we do our best to understand their energy and help them 
�make a joyful noise to the Lord� rather than become upset at their 
exuberance.  At the same time, don‛t forget to thank the volunteers who work 
hard at keeping their attention, staying organized, and making it educational 
and entertaining.  Volunteers are always accepted and welcome!     

 
     Stewardship and tithing is not just a contribution to the collection plate; 
it‛s those actions we can do for our neighbors, our friends, our community and   
the world; to improve the future as we continue in that direction.  May your  
     journey be blessed and your arrival celebrated with open arms.           

Jesus loves the little children 



 

 

Project Backpack 
Our Church�s Unique Mission 

 

For the month of August our  Mission Focus will be  �Project 
Backpack,� and the need is greater than ever!! For 10 years our 
church has provided backpacks containing food and hygiene items 
once a month, 25 for families with a student at Mitchell High School 
and 25 for Swigert Middle School. Last school year (September 2021 - 
May 2022) we increased the number to 56 BACKPACKS per month!   

 

Counselors at both schools have explained how much our gifts are welcomed and needed, and 
we don�t want to let down the families who have come to rely on their monthly backpack. 
 

BUT, this year, prices have escalated; family financial strain has increased tremendously; and 
our support is needed more than ever. AS A RESULT, the Backpack Squad has determined that 
we need to adjust the cost per backpack in order to be able to sustain this vital program. 
$200 would cover the cost of one backpack ($25) for 8 months. For the 2021-22 school year, 
the total annual cost of providing 56 backpacks turned out to be $2000 more than we 
anticipated and were able to raise. For 2022-23, we feel we can accomplish the goal of 56 
backpacks if we raise the cost per backpack to $25. This is the first time we�ve raised the cost 
since the project was begun in 2012. 
 

A one-time contribution of any amount will help greatly. But, we also need 
on-going help throughout the year. We are asking you to consider 
pledging to this project. You can pledge monthly or in whatever 
increments you desire. You may call or email the church office 
(cumccs.org) to designate your pledge. When making a donation, please 
make checks payable to CUMC and put �Project Backpack� on the memo 
line.  If you have any questions, please contact Cheryl James, 591-6518. 
 

Come and celebrate with John Cox and Katherine Hite 
following a private wedding ceremony. 

 

No gifts, please.  
They invite you to donate to Family Promise in their name. 

Write check, payable to Central UMC and designated  
�Cox gift to Family Promise.� 

August Mission Focus  

Wedding Celebration 
Saturday, August 6

th, 4 pm   
Fellowship Hall 



 

 

                      
                                                   C O U N C I L     C O R N E R  

 

                                                              JULY 2022 

 

 Approved June Minutes 

 Noted �God�s Work at Church� through recent �awesome experiences� and success of 
Vacation Bible School 

 Reported June income of $19K+, expenses of $20K+ with $402 excess; Year-to-Date 
expenses of $137K+, expenses $129K+ with an excess of 8K+ 

 Learned new equipment in playground installed & operational; dedication to follow soon 
with small plaque honoring Lee Helmbrecht�s son 

 Told new computer approved for Pastor�s use 

 Reported new copier biding is ongoing 

 Suggested 2012 Church Policy Manual be updated with emphasis on security & finances; 
general concurrence with members to include Finance, SPR & Trustees 

 Listened to Pastor�s Report: discussed church directory update, re-establishing Sanctuary 
candle-lighting (Acolyte) Program; hearing thanks for warm welcome 

 Questioned annual Audit; not accomplished for several years; checking on cost of outside 
audit 

 Requested renewal of church congregant Evacuation Plan process 

 Discussed town hall meetings to provide information on upcoming United Methodist 

 

Please join us in remembering  
Donna Jean Jones  

at  Evergreen Cemetery on Friday, August 5, 
2022 at 9a.m. Rev. Debra Wacker will officiate 
and Lee Scheierman will be the soloist. 
 
 
Evergreen Cemetery  
1005 Hancock Expy,  
Colorado Springs, CO 80903 



 

 

Central United Methodist Church 
4373 Galley Road 
Colorado Springs, CO 80915 
  
  
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
 

 
 

 

   

 
 
 

UPDATE ON IHN 
You may have seen the article in last week�s Gazette that described the closing of a shelter on South 
Nevada operated by Family Promise, one of the agencies that our church supports. Family Promise 
is the name of the non-profit that includes the Interfaith Hospitality Network. 
Central is one of the founding churches of the Interfaith Hospitality Network. We were among the 
original 13 churches who joined together in 1998 to provide shelter and meals for homeless families 
with children. Each congregation agreed to host four families for a week at a time, every 13 weeks 
(4 times per year). The families were our guests, staying overnight in classroom areas, receiving 
food for breakfast and sack lunches, and enjoying home-cooked dinners brought in and served by 
church members. Someone from the congregation stayed in the church each night to assure the fami-
lies of safety. 
 

We are still an �IHN Congregation,� but since March of 2020, we have not been able to have fami-
lies stay in the building because of COVID. When it is Central�s �host� week, volunteers prepare 
evening meals and deliver them to the place where the families are living for now. 
In February of 2020, just before the pandemic began, Family Promise opened a second program 
called New Promise. Families with substance abuse concerns were provided a room in the South 
Nevada motel, food in a shared kitchen, and participation in rehabilitation programs. New Promise is 
the program that Family Promise has had to suspend due to financial concerns.  
 

The Interfaith Hospitality Network (IHN) is still continuing to support families working toward 

housing stability. Families that can be accepted into IHN must pass background checks and have no 

substance abuse issues. We at Central are hopeful that we may be able to return to hosting families 

in our building sometime soon � as soon as it is safe to do so.  


